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May 29, 2007 
REMARKS 

The Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance suggests that by using 
the polymeric nanoparticles (PNPs) of Cruz in combination with Beall et al. "one 
would not be able to disperse single polymer as weir (as polymer-clay 
composites). See page 3, item 2, 3^ full paragraph of the Notice of Allowability, 
PTOL-37, mailed on April 16, 2007. Applicant wishes to clarify that the ability of 
Cruz's PNPs to disperse polymer in an aqueous medium, or lack thereof, is 
irrelevant to the propriety of the combination of Cruz and Beall et al. Rather, the 
combination of Cruz and Beall et al. is improper because the Cruz PNPs would 
not be expected to sorb or intercalate with clay as would be the desired aim of 
using such polymers in combination with the art of Beall et al. 

Claims 1-8 are allowed. 

CONCLUSION 

Based on the foregoing, it is submitted that the instant claims have properly 
been allowed. If the Examiner has any questions or concerns, she is urged to 
contact the undersigned at her earliest convenience. 

Concurrently herewith, Applicants have filed the issue fee in the instant 
application. 
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Attorney for Appellants 
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